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I myself had an amusing experience of Princess Louise's toler-
ance and sense of humour, I had written a book, Victorian Portraits,
which contained a rather cynical study of her father, the Prince
Consort. Shortly afterwards I received an invitation to take tea
with her at Kensington Palace. When I entered her drawing-room
she advanced to meet me, and said : "You were very naughty but
it is all true. I have bought your book and I want you to sign it
for me/'

That cheery, good-natured and perennially hard-up woman, the
Duchess of Teck, "Fat Mary,77 as she was known in Society, invites
the Goschens to dinner to meet Prince and Princess Christian of
Schleswig-Holstein. Princess Christian, too, was the kindest of
women. She was the youngest daughter of Queen Victoria.
Schleswig-Holstein was a province of Denmark up to 1867, and
when owing to Bismarck's intrigues and trickery it was annexed
to Germany, Prince Christian took up his residence in England.
They bought Schoinberg House, Pall Mall. Their eldest son, who
died of dysentery at Pretoria in the South African war, was persona
grata with everyone, great and small. His kindly disposition and tact
endeared him to Queen Victoria, who constantly used him as an
intermediary in the many quarrels and jealousies which are inevit-